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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

May the celebration of May devotion to Our Blessed

Mother bring us closer to Jesus Christ and His abundant

grace of Salvation to all of us.

Alleluia! The Lord has risen and we are still filled with

the joy of the Resurrection. We have very many things

to thank our Holy Trinity. God was generous to bless us

with four young men for the order of Diaconate and

four more young men as Priests. We congratulate the

eight of them and we pray that they will grow in their

priesthood and communion with Christ. The entire

diocese is grateful to God.

From 1 May, Marian Devotion will be celebrated in all

parishes. A genuine symbol of catholic faith. It is a time



2

of renewal of our faith. Let us all make efforts to involve

all people and celebrate. A shining symbol will be the

celebration of the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes at Chetpet.

We will hoist the flag on 26 April. Congratulation to Fr.

Stephen and all in Chetpet for erecting the new flag

post- a magnificent effort.

Certainly, the culmination will be 5-6, May 2015. Let

us, with all our people celebrate this event. Our Blessed

Mother will certainly bless us. She is a Lady of great

mercy. She received the fullness of mercy from God and

she is ever ready to share this with her children. It is

our duty and privilege to approach her. Let us pray for

our country and the leaders of our nation.

Many of our priests are celebrating their ordination

anniversaries, Jubilees etc. I would like to remind all of

us what I shared at the ordination of our new priests.

This will also benefit many other young men who belong

to religious congregations who will be ordained these

days. The Holy Father’s call is very vital both for our

lives and the life of the Church. Taking the situation of

the world and of the Church he insists on two great

virtues. Be man of humility. It is only in a humble soul,

the Holy Spirit will set His presence. The Wisdom of
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God will enter the hearts and minds of men. All worldly

knowledge and skills will not give birth to God’s wisdom.

Mother of Wisdom, Our Lady is given to us as the sign

and example of this. She was so humble before God,

she received the fullness of grace. She received her

Immaculate Conception because she was to become the

humble handmaid of the Lord. The second is to imitate

our Lord Jesus, as the God of Mercy. The assurance

given by Jesus Himself, to His disciples that He will

always be with them in all their situations of their life.

Holy Father reminds us that our difficulties, problems,

and even our sins should not lead into discouragement,

rather urge us to a closer communion with Christ,

because He is a God of Mercy. This union will also help

us to understand our people and their situations and

still to accompany them as Christ does. Once again,

Our Mother Mary, who is the recipient of this fullness

of mercy, is the symbol and encouraging presence. This

month of May will certainly remind us this

understanding.

God of Mercy– understanding Mercy

God is known to be a God of mercy and grace.

Understanding mercy is often difficult for people as we

tend to be a generation of “I’ll get him for that” and “I
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hope they get what they deserve.” Many have developed

a nature of harsh criticism and want others to get what

they have coming to them and then some. 

God, however, is merciful to even the worst offenders,

sinners, and law-breakers. This means that even though

He knows of our guilt, He doesn’t always issue the

punishment deserved. To elaborate, the verse in Romans

3:23-24 says “...all have sinned and fall short of the

glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through

the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 

Simply, we are all sinners and do not meet the standards

of righteousness that God intends us to have. But,

through His mercy and grace He provided a way for our

sins to be forgiven through our acceptance of Christ

Jesus—even though we don’t deserve it. Coupled with

grace (being given God’s free gift of forgiveness though

we’ve done nothing to deserve it), mercy is shown

because He loves us and only asks that we accept His

Son by faith.

God of Mercy – To whom it is given

The God of mercy calls for the following in Micah 6:8:

“He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what
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does the Lord require of you? To act justly, and to love

mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” These are

words to all of mankind. Mercy is offered to you and me

alike. He has shown us what is good and answers what

is required of us. Micah asks God in Micah 7:18, “Who

is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the

transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You

do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.” 

This passage shows that God enjoys being merciful, and

is still showing mercy today. One example of God’s mercy

today is the remarkable story of a woman called

Jeanette. Her grandmother, Carla, tried to urge Jeanette

to go into drug rehab without much success. Carla

prayed to God, asking for His intervention with Jeanette.

Carla was reminded by the words from God, “Who do I

need to do anything, remember who I AM. I can take

that drug away from your granddaughter, squash it and

it will not return.” Carla said she prayed for Jesus to

come into their broken family and heal her

granddaughter. Jeanette is now drug free and enjoying

a blessed relationship with her family. Carla stands on

Luke 1:50, “His mercy extends to those who fear [revere]

him,  from generation to generation.” 

There are many references about God’s mercy

throughout the Bible. For instance, in Genesis 37
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through 45 we find the story of Joseph, son of Jacob.

God’s mercy toward Joseph’s brothers for their betrayal

is certainly evident in this story. Other illustrations are

found throughout the prayers of King David in the

Psalms. God’s mercy is endless and found throughout

the ages to the present.

I will be going Turin to take part in the Bicentenary of

Don Bosco’s Birth. Salesian Rector Major has asked all

the Salesian bishops to come to Turin and I will certainly

pray for everyone and for our diocese. We are also trying

to meet our Holy Father to get his blessing. Please

continue to pray for me.

In a special way, I ask you to pray for our elderly priests

and the sick, that they may be blessed with good health.

This hot season will certainly be a big problem for them.

Let us remember them in our prayers.

Once again let this month of May lead us to Christ

through Mary.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore



7

Bishop’s Programme

03 Sun M Feast Mass - Little Mount, Chennai

E Cathedral Blessing - Trichy

04 Mon E Priestly Ordination - Narasingapuram

05 Tue M Mass - Viruduvilanginan

E Feast Mass - Chetpet

06 Wed M Feast Mass - Chetpet

07 Thu E Confirmation - Perumanam

08 Fri Madha TV - Chennai

09 Sat E Perpetual Profession - Bon Secours

Convent, Chennai

10 Sun M Confirmation -  Perunduraipattu

E Confirmation - Kodaiyanchi

11 Mon E Silver Jubilee of Vicar General -

Udayendiram

12-13 Diamond Jubilee - Ooty Diocese

15 Fri E Platinum Jubilee flag Hoisting,

Confirmation

 A. Kattupadi

16 Sat E Priestly Ordination - Gengapattu

17 Sun Tirupattur

18-28 Rome

30 Sat Perpetual Profession - Cluny Convent,

Katpadi

31 Sun M Feast Mass - Kamarajar Nagar,

Chennai

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore
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VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

New Deacons

Bro. B. Antony Suresh, Bro. D. Maria Selvam, and Bro.R.

Sigamani, were ordained as deacons by His Grace Most

Rev. Dr. A. M. Chinnappa, SDB., Archbishop Emeritus

of Madras - Mylapore on Thursday, 23 April 2015, at

Our Lady of Assumption Cathedral, Vellore. We

congratulate and welcome the new deacons.

New priests

Dn. A. Anandaraj,  Dn. I. Jeevagan, Dn. L. Joseph, and

Dn. Y. Sathish Raj were ordained as priests by His

Excellency Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB., Bishop

of Vellore on Friday, 24 April 2015, at Our Lady of

Assumption Cathedral, Vellore. We congratulate and

pray for the new priests.

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert

Vicar General
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GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION - 2015

 S.No Religious Amount

1 Kodayanchi 2500

2 Cathedral 41510

3 Pavithram 5000

4 Bagayam 7500

5 Chetpet 25000

6 Arakkonam 37200

7 Boodamangalam 2567

8 Kaniyambadi 9104

9 C.Nammiyandal 32040

10 St.Clare’s Monastery- Rangapuram 2642

11 Udayendiram 10000

12 Sipcot 10000

13 Pathiavaram 3670

14 Thiruvannamalai 25000

15 Haffieldspet 4700

16 St.Thomas Hospital - Chetpet 6000
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17 Uriurkuppam 1800

18 Christianpet 17100

19 Japthikarani 860

20 Jawadhu Hills 2200

21 Perumanam 2200

22 Mosavadi 5345

23 Viruduvilanginan 4500

24 Perunduraipattu 1828

25 Nelliyankulam 1500

26 Thirumalpadi 1000

27 Madurampattu 5400

28 Mekkalure 500

29 Kariyandal 6000

30 Vettavalam 20000

31 Eleyankanny 5580

32 Thirumalai 3000

33 Arni 7660

34 Gudiyatham 7000

35 Gengapattu 2000

36 Thalayampallam 1500

37 Mazhuvankarunai 1500

38 Salai 1200

39 Allikondapattu 3000

40 Narasingapuram 3000

41 T.V.Puram 10000

42 Alliandal 3000
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43 Koviloor 3000

44 Tirupattur 15000

45 Don Bosco - Yelagiri 7276

Total 368382

Thanks for all those who have alredy remitted the Good

Friday Collection and May I request  to give those who

have not yet given.

Mission Sunday Collection - 2014

S.No Religious Amount

1 Don Bosco - Yelagiri 9094

Total 9094

Rev. Fr. A.Kulandesu
Procurator

VELLORE SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY
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HUNGER AND DISEASE FUND COLLECTION
2015

 S.NO. PARISH AMOUNT

1 Assumption Cathedral                     10,145

2 Arakonam                     20,870

3 Bagayam                       7,500

4 Boodamangalam                       1,151

5 Chetpet                     25,000

6 Haffieldspet                       3,750

7 Kaniyampadi                     17,480



15

8 Kodayanchi                       2,500

9 Kortampet                       2,700

10 Pavithiram                       2,500

11 Sipcot                       5,000

12 Tiruvannamalai                     10,000

13 Udayendiram                       3,000

14 Uriurkuppam                       4,000

Institutions:

1 St. Mary’s Convent, Vellore 5,000

2 Imm. Heart of Mary Convent, Vellore 500

3 St. Thomas Hospital, Chetpet 2,500

4 St. Anne’s Convent, Gudiyatham 4,000

5 Don Bosco Mission, Jawadhu Hills 2,600

TOTAL                  1,30,196

TIRUVANNAMALAI SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY
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Health Commission

There was a Retreat for Regional Board members,

Regional unit Director / presidents, Diocesan Health

coordinators and Diocesan core committee members

(CHAI Board members), from 15 till 19 of April, held at

Cluny Provincialate, Tirchy.

Rev. Fr.K.S.Gnana Jyoti

Director-Health Commission.
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PLATINUM JUBILEE

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS CHURCH,

A.KATTUPADI 1940 - 2015

The people of A. Kattupadi parish celebrate the

PLATINUM JUBILEE of their church dedicated to MARY

HELP OF CHRISTIANS. This church had several phases

of its growth. In 1921, when Kattupadi was part of

Assumption Cathedral parish the M.E.P fathers put up

a small chapel dedicated to St. Antony. In 1940 the
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Salesians raised it as a parish and on 8 December laid a

foundation and built the present Church dedicated to

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS. The uniqueness of this

church is that this is the First Church dedicated to MARY

HELP OF CHRISTIANS in Tamilnadu by the Salesians.

In gratitude to the Salesians we honour all the Salesians

working in our diocese on the Flag Hoisting day, 15

May 2015. The PLATINUM JUBILEE celebrations fall on

22, 23 and 24 May 2015.

The invitation will be sent to you very soon. Please do

come and bless our parishioners and join in their joyous

moment.

Parish priest
&

Jubilee committee
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Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. S. Lazar Savarimuthu 01.05.1979

Rev. Fr. A. Kulandesu 01.05.1987

Rev. Fr. M. Abraham 02.05.1986

Rev. Fr. M. Amalanathan 02.05.2004

Rev. Fr. Y. Arockiasamy 03.05.1987

Rev. Fr. I. John Robert 03.05.1989

Rev. Fr. A. Roy Lazar 04.05.1987

Rev. Fr. A. Anthony 04.05.2000

Rev. Fr. A. Lourdu Xavier 04.05.2000

Rev. Fr. S. John Bosco 05.05.1977

Rev. Fr. P. Albin Justus 05.05.1982
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Rev. Fr. S. Arulappan 05.05.1988

Rev. Fr. D. Panneerselvam 05.05.1988

Rev. Fr. A. Arockiasamy 05.05.2003

Rev. Fr. M. Devenesan 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. A. Devasagayam 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. P. Maran 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. T. Prem Kumar 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. I. Valanarasu 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. M. Yesu Dass 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. B. Yesu Prabhu 06.05.2011

Rev. Fr. A. Stephen 07.05.1979

Rev. Fr. M. Irudayasamy 08.05.2000

Rev. Fr. M. Martin 09.05.1984

Rev. Fr. M. Thangaraj 09.05.2003

Rev. Fr. S. Jose Enchackal 10.05.1979

Rev. Fr. V. Kuriakose Kariakatt 10.05.1982

Rev. Fr. N. Sagayanathan Kanikairaj 10.05.2004

Rev.Fr. M. Backiyaraj 10.05.2014

Rev. Fr. A. Samuel 11.05.1980

Rev. Fr. R. Susai Regis 12.05.1983

Rev. Fr. R. Anthony Samy 13.05.1983

Rev. Fr. A. Sunderraj 13.05.2003

Rev. Fr. I. Arokiasamy 14.05.1986

Rev. Fr. D. Martin Santhakumar 14.05.2004
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Rev. Fr. S. Antony Buddhan 15.05.1984

Rev. Fr. A. Francis Xavier 15.05.1984

Rev. Fr. T. Ignasi 15.05.1984

Rev. Fr. C. Dayalaraj 16.05.1991

Rev. Fr. A. John Baptist 17.05.1993

Rev. Fr. S. Malayappan 17.05.1993

Rev. Fr. A. Maria Michael 19.05.1971

Rev. Fr. A. C. Savarimuthu 20.05.1976

Rev. Fr. S. Ratchaganathan 20.05.1994

Rev. Fr. S. Sagayanathan 22.05.2003

Rev. Fr. N. A. John Peter 23.05.1994

Rev. Fr. Johnny Edakkara 24.05.1978

Rev. Fr. J. Jayaprakasam 24.05.1983

Rev. Fr. S. A. S. Clement Rosario 25.05.1993

Rev. Fr. R. James Vincent 26.05.1983

Rev. Fr. Mangaladavid 26.05.1999

Rev. Fr. J. Irudayaraj 28.05.1992

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy 29.05.1982

Birthday

Rev. Fr. M. Packiasamy 01.05.1941

Rev. Fr. P. Sugam Nayagam 02.05.1982

Rev. Fr. Johnny Edakkara 05.05.1952

Rev. Fr. P.J.Xavier 06.05.1928
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Rev. Fr. S. Ratchaganathan 06.05.1967

Rev. Fr. T. Ignasi 07.05.1954

Rev. Fr. M. Rajan 10.05.1982

Rev. Fr. K. O. Abraham 11.05.1935

Rev. Fr. L. John Stephan 25.05.1968

Rev. Fr. A. Nambikairaj 26.05.1935

Rev.Fr. A. Mangala David 26.05. 1971

Rev. Fr. A. Pancras 29.05.1956

Rev. Fr. I. John Robert 29.05.1963

Rev. Fr. A. Sunderraj 29.05.1974

Intentions

Let us pray that rejecting the culture of indifference,

we may care for our neighbours who suffer, especially

the sick and the poor.

Let us pray that Mary’s intercession may help Christians

in secularized cultures be ready to proclaim Jesus.

Calender

01 Fri St. Joseph the Worker

02 Sat St. Athanasius Bp., Dr., Mem

03 Sun 5th Sunday of Easter

10 Sun 6th Sunday of Easter

13 Wed Our Lady of Fatima
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14 Thu St. Mathias Ap., Feast

17 Sun Ascension of the Lord, Sol

24 Sun Pentecost Sunday

31 Sun The Most Holy Trinity, Sol

Necrology

Rev. Fr. P. S. Andreas Patthi 03.05.1997

Rev. Fr. Hugh Tuene SDB 05.05.1996

Rev. Fr. Francis Philip SDB 12.05.1950

Rev. Fr. Orpheus Mentovani SDB 19.05.1967

Rev. Fr. V. F. Xavier 24.05.1992

Rev. Fr. C. Edambadam 27.05.1995

Rev. Fr. A. T. Thomas 28.05.1998

Rev. Fr. Henry Kallmeier SDB 30.05.1930

Rev. Fr. T. Ignatius 31.05.1990


